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What's New?
The Minister of Education observes
Kidz Club Linguistic Program!

French computer-assisted language
learning work station undergoes a
complete upgrade!

Bonjour and Bawoo!
I am pleased to announce that our
ministerial visit by the Minister of
Education, the Honourable John Gardner
M.P., on October 19 was a complete
success!
The Minister and the Member for
Newland, Richard Harvey M.P., spent 90
minutes observing the kindy room
linguistic and literacy program and other
rooms at the centre.
French and Barngarla language literacy
activities showcased the unique linguistic
program conducted at Kidz Club, including
a demonstration of the level of language
development by some of our children.
Best wishes to all!
Stuart

Bilingualism in the Early Years:
What the Science Says. Part two
inside this issue!

French Literacy
(Pictured left) Each week the children
participate in partner and small group
activities including, learning the names and the
colours of seasonal fruits.

(Pictured right) During this French lesson, the
children learned new grammar to describe the
animals that live in the wild.
The interactive presentation provides the class with
plenty of hands-on fun in selecting an animal and
reciting its name.

The School of Languages is a government school that specialises in languages education. Since its
establishment in 1986, this unique South Australian school has supported thousands of students to pursue
their interest in language learning and to experience the joy of embracing another culture.
The school was initially founded as a secondary school for students from all three sectors. In 2000 the school
introduced its first classes for students from Reception to Year 7. Since then our primary classes have
continued to grow in popularity and demand.
The School of Language weblink: https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/

French Literacy
(Pictured left) Our annual French Halloween
storybook reading was an absolute hoot!
This year I placed our story on the Kidz Club
reception counter and taught the children about
sequential art as they followed the scary-cool
adventure learning new grammar specific to the
spooky celebration!

(Pictured right) Our French language Computer
Assisted Language Learning workstation has
received a complete upgrade including hardware
and the latest French language apps from Early
Learning Languages Australia.
The upgrade provided the children with much
enthusiasm for their next block of study!

(Pictured left) This month, the children learned the
names of our body parts in French, and undertook
an art activity in the theme of today's lessons to
assist in the consolidation of the new grammar.

Barngarla Linguistic workshops
(Pictured left) The children delved into the recently
published second Barngarla Workbook, and I am
teaching new words and sounds of the language to
the group.
Each day the children recite the Acknowledgement
of Country and pay respect to the past, present and
future Traditional Custodians and Elders of this
nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and
educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

In late September, I introduced a Barngarla
language program for the toddler room children
progressing to the kindy room to assist them
with a smooth transition to the centre linguistic
program.
The toddler room educators teach the toddler
room children words and sounds of the
language and receive a weekly training session
to further develop their knowledge base of the
language.

Barngarla language books
Both books have been developed by revivalist-linguist
Professor Ghil‘ad Zuckermann (The University of Adelaide),
with the support of Jenna Richards (Barngarla Language
Advisory Committee, BLAC). It is meant to assist the Barngarla
community in continuing their project to reclaim their
‘Dreaming, Sleeping Beauty’ tongue.
The creation of the books is supported by ILA (Indigenous
Languages & Arts, Department of Communications & the
Arts, Government of Australia), BLAC, the Yitpi Founda on,
NHMRC, Peter Naessan and the Wardliparingga Unit at the
South Australian Medical Health Research Ins tute (SAMHRI,
Adelaide).
Parents seeking to obtain a copy of each resource to use with their
children in the home are most welcome to contact me at Kidz Club.

Kidz Club Indigenous language
section continues to expand!
Our Indigenous section in the kindy room
encourages the children to ask about
Indigenous language and culture.
We are delighted to showcase our fantastic
Barngarla banner (see bottom left of the
montage) created under the auspices of Lilly
with many hands offered by the children!

Indigenous Culture Presentation
On October 19 Kaurna Elder, Major Sumner
presented an indigenous cultural workshop
about hunting, and he is seen here,
demonstrating how a boomerang is used.
A spear-throwing demonstration was
presented to great applause from all in
attendance.
Special thanks to Major Sumner for his
most informative cultural presentation!

Bilingualism in the Early Years:
What the Science Says. Part Two.
By Krista Byers-Heinlein (Concordia University)
and Casey Lew-Williams (Northwestern
University)

This article is intended for parents
and the many people who parents turn
to for advice about fostering
successful bilingual development:
preschool teachers, elementary
teachers, pediatricians, and speechlanguage pathologists. Bilingualism
refers to the ability to use two
languages in everyday life.
Bilingualism is common and is on the
rise in many parts of the world, with
perhaps one in three people being
bilingual or multilingual (Wei, 2000)

Contact between two languages is typical in
regions of many continents, including Europe
(Switzerland, Belgium), Asia (India,
Philippines), Africa (Senegal, South Africa),
and North America (Canada).
In the United States, a large (and growing)
number of bilinguals live in California, Texas,
Florida, New York, Arizona, and New Mexico.
In California, for example, by 2035, it is
expected that over 50% of children enrolled
in kindergarten will have grown up speaking a
language other than English (García,
McLaughlin, Spodek, & Saracho, 1995).
Similarly, in some urban areas of Canada such
as Toronto, up to 50% of students have a
native language other than English (Canadian
Council on Learning, 2008).
To be continued in our December newsletter!
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