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What's New?
Bonjour joli mois de mai!
Our second quarter of French language
and culture commences!
The children prepare for National
Reconciliation Week
Bilingualism in the Early Years:
What the Science Says.
Part Eight

Bonjour et Bawoo!
It is an exciting time as we commence our
second block of the children's linguistic
program.
This month I present three interactive
workshops about French and Indigenous
gastronomy designed to educate and, of
course, tantalisingly tempt the taste buds of
our children, not to mention their teachers!
Our Papier-mâché activity is fast-approaching,
and I am pleased to announce that I have the
wire and the glue but seek more newspaper.
Parents are welcome to drop surplus
newspapers at Kidz Club Reception to be used
during the activity.
A fantastic month of May to all!
Stuart

French Literacy Activities!
French literacy was the order of the day
recently, with children participating in a fun
French word, specifically, letter association
activity!
The objective of the exercise is to look at a
series of images on paper. Each print is
surrounded by randomly inserted letters of
the alphabet, with one of the letters, the first
letter of the object, in French.

This year the Alliance Française celebrate la Fête de la Musique, the traditional music festival held each year in
France since the 1980s, in Unley Town Hall. Come party with them! Live music from local bands, activities and a DJ
are on the program.
BYO food. Drinks are available for purchase.
Friday 17 June 2022 - 7 pm to 10 pm
Unley Town Hall, Oxford Terrace, Unley SA 5061(Click through to the AF website for full event information).
The Alliance Française d’Adélaïde offers a wide range of French classes for all ages (children, high school students
and adults) and all levels. You will find all sorts of courses adapted to your needs, availability and objectives. Our
classes are conducted by experienced and qualified French teachers.
Alliance Française website: https://www.af.org.au/

French Linguistic Program
Literacy Activities
Continuing from page two, the children must codeswitch from English to French to find the correct letter.
Félicitations les enfants!

I had an absolute hoot presenting excerpts of my
thesis investigation of the linguistic context,
stereotypes, representations, and controversies in
early comic book literature and children's stories
during my exhibition at the Adelaide Comic Convention
and Toy Fair.
I undertook a cross-promotion with the School of
Languages and their Languages Alive Holiday Program.
I look forward to facilitating a series of second
language workshops during their July school holiday
program!
Special thanks to Noelia Carvajal, coordinator of the
Primary and IB program from the School of Languages,
for visiting the exhibition.

Reception – Year 6 Enrollment Information
Languages courses for students in Years R-6 are available in Afrikaans, Arabic, Auslan, Chinese, French, Hindi,
Italian, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Nepali, Punjabi, Spanish, Thai and Vietnamese.
These courses are based on the Australian Curriculum and are aimed at second language learners.
Reception students who turn five on or before 30 April are eligible to enrol.
Year levels may be separate or combined depending on enrolment numbers.
If you are interested in enrolling your child, please complete the enrolment form in the R-6 Enrolment
form/Information 2022 section (located to the right) and email it to dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au

School of Languages Website: https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/

Barngarla linguistic workshops
The children participated in a Barngarla craft activity
and presented the class with the task of creating
wildflowers found in the bush!
The activity, presented by Lindsay, included revision of
the Barngarla language, precisely, the colours, and
selected Flora.

Barngarla language books
Both books have been developed by revivalist-linguist
Professor Ghil‘ad Zuckermann (The University of Adelaide),
with the support of Jenna Richards (Barngarla Language
Advisory Committee, BLAC). It is meant to assist the Barngarla
community in continuing their project to reclaim their
‘Dreaming, Sleeping Beauty’ tongue.
The creation of the books is supported by ILA (Indigenous
Languages & Arts, Department of Communications & the
Arts, Government of Australia), BLAC, the Yitpi Founda on,
NHMRC, Peter Naessan and the Wardliparingga Unit at the
South Australian Medical Health Research Ins tute (SAMHRI,
Adelaide).
Parents seeking to obtain a copy of each resource to use with their
children in the home are most welcome to contact me at Kidz Club.

(Pictured above) The children learn the words and sounds of the
Barngarla language, specifically, greetings and emotions!

Kidz Club included to the lecture
schedule at the University of Adelaide
Appreciative thanks to Professor Ghil'ad Zuckermann
of the University of Adelaide for including me as a
lecturer on the topic, Revivalistics.
The course explores Revivalistics, a new transdisciplinary field of enquiry surrounding language
reclamation, revitalization and reinvigoration. It
studies comparatively and systematically the universal
constraints and global mechanisms on the one hand,
and local peculiarities and idiosyncrasies on the other
hand, apparent in revival attempts across various
sociological backgrounds, all over the world.

My lecture last week presented the findings of a
field trip aimed at immersing a group of children
from Kidz Club learning Barngarla.
In an Australian first, the children travelled to Port
Lincoln in the Eyre Peninsula region of South
Australia to undertake a cross-cultural exchange
with the Barngarla people.
The parents, children, and members of Kidz Club
staff that took part in the field trip shared a unique
and very moving experience.
An immersion experience with the Barngarla people
to attend Kidz Club is in the planning for the second
half of 2022!

Bilingualism in the Early Years: What the
Science Says. Part Eight.
By Krista Byers-Heinlein (Concordia University) and Casey LewWilliams (Northwestern University)

Additionally, there is some evidence that bilingual infants
are advantaged in certain aspects of memory, for example
generalizing information from one event to a later event
(Brito & Barr, 2012).

Does bilingualism make children smarter?

Research has not been able to determine exactly why
these advantages arise, but there are several possibilities.
Bilinguals also show some cognitive
Bilingual adults have to regularly switch back and forth
advantages. In particular, bilinguals appear
between their languages, and inhibit one language while
to perform a little bit better than
m o n o l i n g u a l s o n t a s k s t h a t i n v o l v e s w i t c h i n g they selectively speak another. Some researchers suspect
between activities and inhibiting previously
that this constant practice might lead to certain advantages
learned responses (Bialystok, Craik, & Luk,
by training the brain (Green, 1998). Amongst infants, the
2012). Although these advantages have
need to constantly discriminate their two languages could
been mostly studied in bilingual adults
also play a role (Sebastián-Gallés et al., 2012). However, it is
(Costa, Hernández, & Sebastián-Gallés,
important to note that bilingualism is not the only type of
2008) and children (Bialystok & Martin,
experience that has been linked to cognitive advantages.
2004), new evidence suggests that even
Similar cognitive advantages are also seen in individuals
bilingual infants (Kovács & Mehler, 2009a,
with early musical training (Schellenberg, 2005), showing
2009b) and toddlers (Poulin-Dubois, Blaye,
that multiple types of enriched early experience can
Coutya, & Bialystok, 2011) show cognitive
promote cognitive development.
advantages.

To be continued in our June newsletter!
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